and management in this field. The preface begins: 'Acute abdominal disease in an infant or child is like "an unopened Christmas package". We can make an educated guess about the contents . . .' Perhaps this small volume scores over the large standard textbooks on the subject by being very up-to-date and containing many practical hints in management. As would be expected, a major portion is devoted to neonatal intestinal obstruction. A section on abdominal masses includes some helpful information on diagnosis and management of renal vein thrombosis, though all would not agree with the statement that this is not a surgical emergency, for if one kidney only is involved nephrectomy may be lifesaving. Likewise the recommendation for dealing with urethral valve obstruction by a vesicostomy, with no attack on the valves for a year, suggests a lack of confidence in transurethral surgery. The chapter on trauma is appropriate in these days when we see an increasing number of battered babies in whom abdominal injury is only part of the picture, though it may be lethal. Each section is fully annotated with references. The price is high for 125 pages of text, but it will prove to be a useful volume to have on hand in specialist centres. For the general surgeon, faced only occasionally with neonatal problems, it is an invaluable navigational aid.
D F ELLISON NASH
The Intervertebral Disc by Anthony F DePalma MD and Richard H Rothman MD PhD pp vi+373 illustrated £7 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1970 This monograph by DePalma and Rothman is a comparatively comprehensive study of the effects of congenital defect, trauma and degenerative disease arising in the spine; the rather constricted title of 'The Intervertebral Disc' does not do justice to its overall conception, which is pitched on a much broader scale.
There are two chapters on the anatomy and pathology of the spine as a whole and the third chapter is a very valuable discussion dealing with the clinical syndromes associated with the various morbid anatomical conditions of the lumbar spine.
The main part of the book is divided into sections related to the cervical, thoracic and lumbar spine, with detailed chapters on the clinical syndromes and the various aspects of conservative and surgical treatment.
The prose is clearly written and the illustrations are on the whole excellent. The chapter on congenital and acquired abnormalities of the lumbar spine is below the general standard. Spondylolisthesis is described under the old classification (of Meyerding) which in terms of morbid anatomy, clinical symptomatology and treatment is meaningless.
It is disappointing that no mention is made of the femoral stretch test, a valuable sign in the diagnosis of mid-lumbar root compression, and none of partial or total facetectomy in the chapter of operative treatment of lumbar disc disease.
Apart from these possible criticisms, the volume is a valuable work on mechanical derangement of the spine and will undoubtedly find its place as a very helpful guide on this difficult subject. Churchill 1970 There has been in the last five years a great deal of interest shown in the biochemical aspects of the metabolic response to trauma. Some of these more recent developments are described in this little book, which is a report of the proceedings of a symposium held in London in 1970 and arranged by the Ciba Foundation. The Chairman was Sir Hans Krebs and many of the principal workers in the field have contributed to the book.
Probably as a result of the chapters of the book being derived from formal communications, in some instances clarity has been sacrificed for brevity; because of this it is unlikely that it will appeal to the general reader. For the worker in the field, however, and the comprehensive medical library, this book will be a valuable and inexpen- retaining the spirit of the original author, the succession has, by the expedient of three editions within a decade, produced a new and contemporary textbook which brings the honoured name of Hopkins right back to the fore in gyneecological teaching. The edition of 1961 has been left behind and that of 1965 updated, rewritten in part and added to in order to provide a well-balanced presentation of gynxcology today.
The book opens briskly with anatomy and physiology, capturing present thoughts in endocrinology in a most succinct manner. Embryology and genetics then lead one at a slower pace to a logical sequence of chapters describing the
